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divorce his wife. If the bride is guilty, she is to be stoned to death,
"because she has wrought folly in Israel by playing a harlot in her
father's house....."94 To prove her innocence, her parents had to
produce the token of virginity, i.e., the blood-stained garments -
white bed-sheet used on the night when the new couple have
intercourse - Verse 23 provides that adultery must be punished by
the death of the parties. Verses 23-29 legislate lor seduction : first
of a betrothed maiden with her consent an offence punishable by
the death of both parties; secondly of a betrothed maiden against
her will, then the man dies; and thirdly, of an unbetrothed maiden,
in which case the man must pay a dowry to the girl's father, marry
the girl and never divorce her. These laws may be summarised as
follows:
The wife's obligation to her husband, of course,
included strict chastity. Adultery incurred the death of
both the man and the woman. A wife suspected of
premarital unchastity was stoned if her father
could not produce her 'token of virginity'. Since the
decisive point in making the marriage contract
was the betrothal, violation of a betrothed virgin was
treated as adultery, though it took place where no
rescue was possible, only the man was put to
death.....Seduction or rape of an unbetrothed virgin
obligated the guilty man to many her and give her
father the customary mohar; the father might, however,
refuse to let him have her and still exact the equivalent
of the mohar.95
(9) Among the Semites :
The treatment of infidelity among the Semites can be illustrated
by a great variety of evidence, extending from the codified legislation
of Hammurabi, King of Babylonia (c. 2250) to the unwritten, though
no less authoritative, tribal laws of the present day.
94.     Deuteronomy 22:21.
95.     Thomas Nelson 'Peake 's Commentary on (he Bible' London 1962, p. 135.